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No corporate body cares to admit that its constitution needs
improvement. If Parliament had waited for the consent of
the University of Oxford, the statutes of Archbishop Laud
might still be considered sufficient for all practical purposes;
Professors might still be performing their duties as in the
undergraduate days of Adam Smith; and college tutors might
be following in the steps of the gentlemen on whom Gibbon
conferred unenviable immortality by describing them in his
autobiography.
To this charge, Pherozeshah retorted that the opposition to re-
form generally proceeded from corporations whose members be-
nefited by their wealthy endowments, or by the possession of great
power. The Senates of the Indian Universities were rich neither in
the one nor the other. They were wealthy only in the opportunities
they afforded to non-official Fellows of being abused and ridiculed
and maligned when they endeavoured to introduce reforms suggested
by their special knowledge of native capacities, needs and require-
ments. Mr. Raleigh had dealt mainly in assumptions, and had no
practical experience of the Indian University system. His colleagues
could only give him a one-sided view, and had brought to bear upon
the problems an interested and prejudiced mind. The public might,
therefore, well be forgiven for presuming that "a Commission con-
stituted in a one-sided manner was constituted for the purpose of
making a one-sided report."
The masterful Viceroy had framed an even more formidable in-
dictment than that of his colleague. He had declared he could not
imagine a worse reflection upon the educated classes in India, or a
more crushing condemnation of the training they had been given
than, that they should band themselves together to stereotype exist-
ing conditions, or to defeat the first genuine attempt at reform that
had been made for a quarter of a century. He had exhorted them to
dismiss from their minds "all the wild talk about killing higher
ediKration, and putting education under the heels of Government."
Pherozeshah said he accepted that assurance. He was willing to
believe that that might not be the purpose and policy of Lord
Corzocu But, be asked: